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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS PDEV RH ZA 

SUBJ: RHODESIA: ZIPRA COMMANDER MANGENA KIPLED 

1. ALPRED NIKITA MANGENA, COMMANDER OP ZIPRA FORCES, THE 
MILITARY WING OP ZAPU, WAS KILLED JUNE 28 WHEN HIS VEHICLE 
STRUCK A LANDMINE IN AN AREA ALONG ZAMBIA’S BORDER WITH 
RHODESIA. VERY BRIEP NEWS REPORTS OF THE INCIDENT HAVE NOT 
GIVEN THE PRECISE LOCATION OF THE INCIDENT, AND MENTION THE 
ONLY OTHER PERSON INJURED IN THE EXPLOSION TO BE MANGENA’S 
DRIVER. 

2. A ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN TOLD PRESS THAT MANGENA'S 
DEATH UNDERLINES THE INTENSIFICATION OF THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE. 

HE WARNED ZAMBIANS THAT THE INCIDENT WAS A REMINDER THAT THE 
ENEMY IS STILL ACTIVE AND APPEALED FOR EVERYONE TO BE VIGILANT 
AND REPORT ANY SUSPICIOUS PERSONS. 
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3. COMMENT: THE INCIDENT APPARENTLY TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL 
LOCATION WHERE A CLASH TOOK PLACE OVER THE WEEKEND BETWEEN ZIPRA 
PERSONNEL AND RHODESIAN PORCES. AMBASSADOR LOW REPORTS THAT HE 
HEARD IN SALISBURY THAT A RHODESIAN FORCE AMBUSHED A GROUP OF 
ABOUT 80 ZIPRA GUERRILLAS ON JUNE 25, KILLING 50 OF THEM. THE AMBUSH 
TOOK PLACE IN ZAMBIA BETWEEN CHOMA AND LAKE KARIBA. 

WE WOULD GUESS THAT MANGENA WAS IN THE AREA TO INVESTIGATE THE 
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INCIDENT WHEN HE HIT A MINE LEFT BY THE RHODESIANS. THERE ARE 
ALSO RUMORS CIRCULATING THAT OTHER MEMBERS OE THE ZIPRA COMMAND 
WERE KILLED OR WOUNDED ALONG WITH MANGENA. 

4. THE QUICK PUBLICITY GIVEN TO MANGENA'S DEATH IS NOT IN 
KEEPING WITH THE USUAL CLAMP PUT ON REPORTS OF SIMILAR INCIDENTS. 
ASIDE FROM THE FACT THAT THE INTERNATIONAL WIRE SERVICES HAD 
PICKED UP THE STORY (PERHAPS FROM THEIR OWN SOURCES), THE 
INCIDENT MAY HAVE BEEN MADE PUBLIC IN AN ATTEMPT TO HEAD OFE 
ANY RUMORS THAT MANGENA WAS ASSASSINATED IN CONNECTION WITH 
INTRA-ZAPU STRUGGLES. TRIBAL PROBLEMS WITHIN ZAPU HAVE BECOME 
FAIRLY COMMON KNOWLEDGE, AND THE SMOOTHING OVER OF THOSE 
PROBLEMS WOULD BE HURT SEVERELY IF IT APPEARED THAT MANGENA 
WAS ASSASSINATED. WHETHER OR NOT THE QUICK REPORTING OP THE 
INCIDENT SCOTCHES SUCH RUMORS, THE LOSS OF MANGENA AND PERHAPS 
OTHERS MAY PRESENT ZAPU WITH SOME SERIOUS ORGANIZATIONAL 
PROBLEMS IN THEIR MILITARY WING. 
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